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A Gracious Fifth Avenue Landmark Gets a Stylish New Look

Interior Design by Sills Huniford Associates! Text by Gerald Clarka/Photography by Durston Saylor

ARovE: Mo York's legendary St
Regis hovel—a favarite of Ermest
Hemingway, Marlens Dicirich, Sal-
vaclor DRali and John Lennon—has
andergime o glamorony redesign at
tlae hamls of Stephen Sills anid
James Humifond, Bicim: The ne-
cepeion area af the 1904 batel epie-
canires the Beaus Arts stvle,

HE YEAE Was 1004
Theodore Ronsevelt
was president, there

were only 45 states in the
Unnion, and the word saday was
still written with a hyphen, asin
a newspaper headline of Sep-
tember 4: "Palotial 5r. Regis
To Open Ins Doors To-Day”
Laoeated ar Fifrls Avenoe anid
35th Street, The St Regis was
“the lnest howel in Aerica
in the way of furnishings and

interior decoramons,” said The
Were York Tivres.

Times change, and 5o does
.'I]!-l,!”:inl:. Biat ']'|'u_" Hl. RE[.',J:‘.
thie oldest luxory hotel in Mew
York, 15 03 Mnpressive now as
it was then, a remple of come-
fort and elegance. So it was
with a mixbare of respect and
awe that the design team of
Stephen Silks and James Huni-
fosrl :|.1||||'u:||.":|'r|‘.'|.| their wask: o
hri_r_l;hl;l:n up the interior of that

1281 u.w.-“.r:hi:q.:tl,lrnlr:ligl::st.tum

g[.'nu;] ol cemtenaran and o
give it a new and more inte
E'rql;ml Inck. “In the |:|:'|ﬁl |.|:||'.-J1=
had been piccemeal changes,”
says Hunibord., *We waneved
our desion o reflect an over-
all vasiom,”

Their respect was for the
hotels superh Beaus Ars de-
sign. Their awe was for che
hestels stormed histosy—Mas-
field Parrish's OV King Cole

imural, which sererehes 30 feet

behind the bar, 15 a Gothain
|;_||1|;|m.:|rl: u|1|.| fesr IJIL' g]:'llTI-
orous people whi have stayed
there, Fresn Marlene Dizrrich
and Marilyn Monroe to Salva-
o Thsli mar] Jodn Lenmon, Hazt
respect and awe did not tmns-
late inte intimidation. Thowugl
they had never designed hotel
interiors, Sills aod Huniford
approached The St Regis just
ns 1;|1q,::.' wenld a liowse or an

q,\:lr.ll';rﬂl-;'ﬂ!ﬂ.l.l .|1|13'|' |'.1‘|:.|
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reasoin. he hotel’s managers
chose them because they ad-
mired their ressdensal interiors,
ancl they wanted their guests to
feel chey were entenng o warm
and elegant apartment rather
than a soulles haotel room.
For chat reason, sivs Sills, “we
ilidn’ o duough books w il
pictures of other hoels, We
wariled our L|¢5i5|1 o be like
our residental work,"
Emploving a staff of five,
the partmers devised two color
schemes—pale blue and cela-

II'ZH': AN 300 IHI.IL' :.'l_'”ll""f .I.I'III
cream wis the other—thar they
thought were both soothing
and Aattering, “Architeciurally
thiz rosans were beautiful,” says
Sills, “but there were heavy
damask draperics and valances
that came down o the Iowest
pane of glass. You didn't real-
i thiet Tehinad them was g |.|i.|l,,
besuti ful windog"

I:'II".'«'II (e 1 [ L |.|.|.|.' I.IJ'.I.IJL'I'iL'h
anid oversize valances, Ot
went much of che furnitare,
Except for the desks and the
Louis XVI-style chairs, 5ills

confiuweed aw page 132

ReaT The Asbor Court—named fog ohe horel's faanider, |ohin fosb Astor
1Y —has an snteroem msil Fe v sl eockmils. Boooss In che min dining
roum, the ‘I'-'“.E""-'“' n_-plg:_-d an eisarmsnus chandelier im favor of malple
5|1|.1||rr Enes, whi,-h ;|||.rrrr |'||.':r wiesws dng the lorels celebired ]'":.'II'IH Cole
bar, Polleck bunsguettn fabiis lim Thompson chair fabric.
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Ammaz The fmous Maddicld Pamich mmural chat hangs is the Dok bud
been “reapped in grees vehet " Sl poies—was necently restored. Edelman
et Borw weny chenirs snad Borsaosds. K The desipners podooorsiesd the Co-
i Foosoon im shudes of Feoey snd soloaoos brown, The sof 5 asd oluh chadr
oorered im o Soolamamidrd fabeie, are by Salls Honiford Associstes, s ane
the i table and srmehaire Soark corpes.

i l.l.llr..ll|'|l|||'_||.'.l.l.ll._|ll.\'l'_:r I
anil Hunifood designed all the
furmimare themselves, froom the
calmmets with che poge-up tcle-
ision s=its 1o the wardrobes
sl the Jamps. A dramatic
bed ks a signature of vas work.”
1] Ell.mi|::1|qi, e ] ||l:'.|[|l.'||
I|||: |||_'-|!:- ({8} |'.|..'|L'|' A COEUCHL far
I||l.' .‘\.IL‘L‘FIL'I'. '”'ll‘: 51 1'!1.'|.;1'- |'_|:l~\.
fi rAnge of chiEnm, from rock
LRars o :u:.'.]]l:.. and we wanted
everyone bo e comiorialle.”
Kook stars and roally can
he as hal on famimure and
fabrics as ordinary folk, how-
ever, The biggest challenge
Sills and Huniford Faced was
tea fined owrerials thar looked
anl Fel as if chey belanged in

a perivate apartment yee could
srand up to canstst wear anid
mieet fire conlis, Thcir scarch
was 20 snccesiul, savs Sills
that “you could put our fab-
rics in 2 raging bire and they
wrnkdnt burn™

"o morhid desire for mere
|||-|i_=_ri|1:||iI:|' .I-I.'lil.'J.l.-c'l.I Ihl_' aAr-
chitserural designers of The
St |-L'|__l;i:.," t:-IJ;L!i..!|'|| ane ol the
hiotel s hresshnares @« CRETY 300
Thar = ome way of sayving that
the onginal desipners Bvorod
restraint over ostenitagan. Sills
i Hluniford followed che
sarne rule—a Bghe touch con be
the best one, "The marble-and-
breaee lobby needed nothing
bust mew fabrics for the chairs,
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Iiv the {:ra-|_ln.|-\.' Reminin, |.|'u__l.
vook thedr cue (rom the Til-
{zny chandeher “We wanizd
10 keep thve spirit of that faba-
lovus chandelier,” says Sills
Ramel wier gravee the FERIITE Leima
of Oirtents| dhesigm, with wary
and tobaceo-brown eolars,
When vou've deinking oogma,
yotd o't want o look o che
e ool
Ceeneratpens of Mew Yoal-
ers have mamde IeciTY 1A i
of Parrish's mural of Ol
King Cole and his jolly men,
Pt guests in the neighboring
dhiming rooan found dheir view
ol the good king blocked by o
imniraiied oiF e 174
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"l looked ai ilse boiel's archives for i LM,
lrut v wanted § residential feel,” Sills zavs of their
desigus fur the 227 goesc rowms and swives. Ao
ol yelbme and cream boes set a resthal tone ina
puesi suite, Walloovering amd drapery sripe aml
whair arul ottoman demask from Kemer. Lo A
orowm-cariyEed bed vffers a sense of indmacy.
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huge crystal chandelier. Sills
anal Fluniford replaced it with
four small chandeliers, thus
opening the view o the bar, o
the mural and o the ol
colors, some of which, like
eggplant and chrome yellow,
they borrowed for the dining
Trsagl o=,

Dulleal by decades of 1o-
bacco smaoke, the il wseld
uitilerwent o six-werk resoo-
racion Lo nowe lenks as fresh
as il il when Parrssh Jruit
dovien his paincbiush in 1906,
“Call f{ini_' Ciole vweas g merm

old soul,” says the BLUrSErY
rhyroe, “amd 0 merry clid soul
was e Mow, entering by
sevond century, he 15 oven
merrier—and sooare hig
tllers three 1
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