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LUXURIOUS AND SERENE, A NEW BREED OF COUNTRY HOUSE TAKES
ROOT ON LONG ISLAND'S NORTH 5HORE
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Tl cllients wanted an elegant comity baese indo which we cauld
weive thelr contemporary painiings,” says designor Stophen Silks,
of Sills Hanidmed, which codlabinmated with the architectwrmal Brm
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enue apartment (see Arobitecturd Diget,
March 20001 "Ford and Stephen can do
anything,” says the husbamd “They'ne ex-
ceptivnally erestive,” For the designers, in-
ﬁiﬂnl‘lilx} CHrTE FI'IIIII =Y l:l'ull STANTE S .I-III:I'
made a slight bow to the honses of Sir Fd
win '|_.'.|1'_|.'1.'||'\-,I|:||: it |.':I|H|'J'.~Js.1|'f.'|1.i pait of
the early part of the last century, and they
snid hello s I.'IL'.'II.'l.l!| eqrates of thie Caarsby
era. But they made their real obeisanes
to the comntry hanses of the Law Couan-
ries—Relmium and Holland. “We swanterd
a mare relaxed feeling,” says Sills, "and we
steered anr clients sway from the English
and towand Morthern Europe,”
Passicarate art collectors—Picassa, M-
tisze and Rothko are i1.L‘=|l theee of the am-
ists whose works hang on their walis—the
i:n1||'|!|_' weleomed the h]i.Ehl u]‘.:lng:.' in
direetion, The entrance hall Ao<r is pat-
rernezl nfter odae in o Hulgl:‘m castle. With
its inveriocking hlack keys in Belgean black
sEome, it 18 08 arresting a8 ir is mimcate,
“The Dhirch and the Belgians have more
fanciful Aoor parems than the English,”
Hills nooes
Dresigners often cravel long distances
ta sesrch out just the dght lamp or tihle,
and Sills pnd TTunibord crossed the Adan-
tic several omes, ofien with thar chent, w
find what they neaded. "We would go into
i small shop on the Left Banl: in Paris,”
says the hushand, *where things were
souffed so oghthy that vou could hardly
see them. We would spar a Doreh light
fixmore and ook at ome another and sy,
“up, that's for the breakfast room.” Find-
ing things like that was fun.”
“Everything in our lives mkes place
within a space that sirrowmlds ns” wrobs
the lote Renso Moagiardino, 2 designer
whese work Sills and Hurabord particu-
|.1r|:p admire, Cine l.rl-.‘l-']'.:ll'lh"iilll'(l'iﬂﬂl.:-'iiET-ﬂ
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with what looked like embossed antyque
leather—in make @ wall as much 3 work
of art a4 a painting or a soalphoee. Tt was
an effect the parmers had bong wanted oo
duplicare, *Until this house we had never
had the opportunity 1o da ix, ac least on
this level” savs Sills, “Bur these clients
YWETE s }-I'It'l.;i!ll |||i|1 Ve I:iIIIII.IJ' mu:dl
The result, in the dining room, is more
than an |'||::||1'|.'|§w_' Lkl .‘L‘]1|L|5idl'ﬂil1!?. Blac
ing custom-designed damask i|:||||-::-.'-.u-.|
om canvas, tha |:||.'5.i|_.'n|.':|5 made walls that
loak as if they are covered wich silver-
leafed leather pancls. When lighr is re-
fleceed rom thar smwpoons B lesther
at might, the room becomes seductive and
supremely glamorous. The owners wanred

what the hushand ealls “a specinl feeling
ol 1 I|:||:-:|i|u'|.|g room—and all the ather
rooms—ihat is what they got “Every time
wie walk ineo che hovse,” savs the wife,
P sy o onrsehees, U, this Belongs mo
us! Amazing!™"

The restof their family—three genera-
ticns—is amazed @ well Sills and Hi-
tl.!lr-d I'||||.I:. |'||I| 1||||||| Ililhi.ullf_'l.l il “Ili||1'
ment for the wifes mother, but they ane
nlsr\- :le:-i?u__r' a house for Gine l.‘:lf'J":L' E‘]H’tl"‘ﬁ-
three sons, The couple’s grandehildren,
whi, when th £y wigit, 5.|‘.'l|.'|:l-|] most at then
time in the hasement recreation rooms,
are sbll soime yedrs away from seiming up
their own homsehalds, ot wha knowsr
I 05 o 20 years Jills and Huoniford may
gt calls from members of the fowrth
peneration who also wane houses with a
EE:I;.'I_'1,|I rl:'E]iI'.l_j'. l:

“The seabrease has o Hollmood
Hegenoy=srvle hamlmil.” Sills ob-
aerved, “like snmething Hilly Hames
woild design” A paimting by Brice
Marden hangs ahove ncirm 17340
halle marquecry wmhie, The sculp-
e, I rewy Solvive, 1960, ia Ty
Jran M The kustero is viren 1790
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“When this beautiful piece of property—
22 acres—came on the market, we had a chance to do
what we'd always wanted. We had a blank canvas.”




